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KMCPC Members: 

  Neil Sikora, Chair 
  Joseph Hohler III, Vice-Chair 

  Steven Cook, Secretary 

John Gisler, Commissioner Liaison 
Virgie Ammerman 

  Joel Amos 

Vince Carahaly 
Martin Janssen 

Heather Ricketts 

Herman Smith 
  Jon Start  

 Minutes 

Kalamazoo Metropolitan County Planning Commission 

Meeting of Thursday, September 3, 2015 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Virgie Ammerman, Joel Amos, Steven Cook ,John Gisler, Joseph Hohler 

III, Martin Janssen,  Heather Ricketts, Neil Sikora, Herman Smith 

MEMBERS EXCUSED: Vince Carahaly, Jon Start 

OTHERS PRESENT: Christopher Bessert, GIS Coordinator, Planning Department 

 

I. Call to Order 

Chair Sikora called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm in Room 207A at the Kalamazoo County 

Administration Building at 201 W. Kalamazoo Ave, Kalamazoo MI 49007. 

 

II. Approval of Minutes 

The Commission reviewed the minutes of the last regular meeting held on August 6, 2015. On a 

motion made by Ms. Ricketts and seconded by Mr. Hohler, the Commission approved the 

minutes from the meeting.  

 

III. Citizens’ time 

No citizens were present. 

 

IV. New Business 

1. Tuscany East preliminary plat review - Action Item. 

Mr. Bessert noted a full-size printed version of the plat in question was available on the table for 

inspection by Commission members, if desired. 

 

Chair Sikora reviewed the Staff Review and Staff Recommendation for the Tuscany East 

preliminary plat, as detailed in the meeting packet. 

 

Concerns noted during discussion included:  

 Mr. Janssen inquired as to the availability of municipal utilities and how far away they may be 

at present. Chair Sikora noted he lives on the north edge of the map included in the packet and 

that while he has municipal water, this is primarily due to the existence of the nearby landfill. He 

doubted municipal water would be extended any further toward the Tuscany East plat, however. 

 Mr. Smith inquired about any sidewalk requirements, which Chair Sikora noted would be a 

township requirement. 

 Mr. Smith also asked about the access points into the plat and whether, based on best 

practices, there should be at least two access points into a plat of that size. A review of the 

surveyor’s plans indicated there would be two access points. 
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ON A MOTION MADE by Mr. Hohler and DULY SECONDED by Mr. Amos, the Planning 

Commission UNANIMOUSLY RECOMMENDED APPROVAL of the proposed Tuscany East 

plat, pending approval by the Road Commission, County Environmental Health and County 

Drain Commissioner. 

 

V. Other Business/Discussion 

Update on potential Kalamazoo County Master Plan. 

Discussion of the Kalamazoo County Master Plan was deferred, as per the meeting agenda. 

 

VI. Report from Parks Commission liaison Mr. Amos: 

Mr. Amos had nothing to report, in part due to a difficulty in his ability to attend the Parks 

Commission meetings. He asked if anyone else on the Commission had an interest in taking over 

the Parks Commission liaison role. Ms. Ammerman expressed an interest in taking on the role if 

there were no other Commission members having an overwhelming interest in it. 

 

Mr. Gisler made note of the charge given to David Rachowicz, Parks Department Director, when 

he joined the County eight years prior was to reduce the amount of General Fund dollars being 

used to support the County Parks system. At that time, the Parks Department was contributing 

only 17% of its own budget—it was 83% supported by the General Fund. As of 2015, the 

Department will be 100% self-supported and will take no money from the General Fund. Mr. 

Gisler also noted the Expo Center recently took a direct lightning strike which caused some 

physical damage and took out some of the infrastructure inside the building as well. A $65,000 

fix was required and with a major hotrod show scheduled for the Expo Center, Mr. Rachowicz 

asked if he was required to go through the usual channels to get the fixes made. Mr. Canney, 

County Attorney, said since this was an emergency, Mr. Rachowicz was alright to make the fixes 

under normal policies and if any abuses were found later, it would be dealt with under those 

policies. Mr. Gisler wanted the proactive actions made by the Parks Department to safeguard the 

County’s assets and incoming tourist dollars known by the Commission. 

 

ON A MOTION MADE by Mr. Amos and DULY SECONDED by Mr. Hohler, Mr. Amos 

resigned as Parks Commission liaison and requested the Planning Commission appoint Ms. 

Ammerman as same, the Planning Commission UNANIMOUSLY RECOMMENDED 

APPROVAL of the motion. 

 

VII. Correspondence 

A Notice of Public Hearing regarding a new Master Plan was received from Richland Township. 

(This Master Plan was reviewed by KMCPC at the August 6 meeting.) 

 

VIII. Other 

No other discussion occurred. 

 

IX. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:25 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, C. Bessert 

Next scheduled KMCPC Meeting is Thursday, October 1, 2015. 

 


